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A SERMON. 
ON THE MEANS OF SALVATION. 
BY L. 8. EVERETT. 
& Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”—Aets xvi. 30. 
This is indeed an interesting inquiry. It 
is one which should. be made by every intelli- 


gent ‘being. But important as it is, it is far | 


more essential, that a correct answer should be 
given. Nothing is easier than to propose ques- 
tions of this nature ; but, judging from the an- 
swers which have been given to this inquiry, 
T am led to su , that some difficulty has 
attended the labours of our spiritual doctors, 
whenever they have attempted to answer the 
ot interrogation in our text. This diffi- 
culty, however, has not arisen from any insur- 
mountable obstacle in the text itself; but it 
lies in giving an answer which shall coincide 
with the fashionable dogmas of the day. 

This portion of divine truth, although it has 
been often spoken of, has generally been mis- 
interpreted. Thousands have asked this ques- 
tion, while a mysterious answer has often been 
given, until at length the idea has been obtain- 

among many, that some awful reply must 
be made to it, as solemn as eternity, and as 
momentous ax the concerns of another world. 
I would by no means take any thing from the 
importance of the scriptures ; but the text be- 
fore us, has, no doubt, been often misapplied, 
and therefore it becomes us to examine it with 


care, and endeavour to give a scriptural answer | 


to the question. From our context we learn, 
that St. Paul and his associates had dispossess- 
edacertain ddmsel of a spirit of divination, 
by which she had brought her masters much 
in. And when her masters saw, that the 
a of their gain was gone, they seized Paul 
Silas, and dragged them into the market- 
place, to the rulers, who tore off their clothes 


ad 
and commanded to beat them with rods, which 
was done according'y. After this they were 
cast into prison, and the gaoler was charged to 
keep them safely. At midnight, Paul and Silas 
prayed and sang praises to God: And suddenly 
there wasa great earthquake, so that the foun- 
dations of the prison were shaken ; and-imme- 
diately all the doors were opened; and the 
_ bands of all were loosed. This, as might well 
be expected, alarmed the gaoler, whose life 
| would have been forfeited had the prisoners 
| made their escape : hence in his agitation, he 
| drew his sword and was about to kill himself y 
but Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, “Do 
thyself no harm for we are all here !”. Then 
the gaoler calling for lights sprang in, and be- 
ing in a tremour, fell down before Paul and 
Silas, and briaging them out, said, in the lan- 
| guege of our text, “ Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved 7” 

Although there is not in the subject before 
us, the most distant allusion to a futuré salva- 
| tion; yet, in order successfully to refute an 

idea which has been founded upon the suppo- 
| sed signification of these words, I intend to 
| admit for the present, all. for which out, 
sers contend ; and shall endeavour, in the 
| place, to show from their own premises, the 
| incorrectness of the doctrine which has gene- 
rally been drawn from the text. 

It has been supposed, that the question con- 
| tained in the words which now claim our at- 
| tentfon, amounts to an inquiry, “ what shall 
we do if order to obtain etemal deliverance 
| from hell ? I will not, for the present, pretend 
| that the answer given to this question, by St. 
| Paul, is not correct ; even if the gaoler desired 
| information about the things of another world. 
| I would not say, that faith in Christ is unne- 
| cessary to prepare us for another world, but I 
| say, that even if a belief in the Lord Jesus 
_ Christ, is essential to our eternal salvation, yet, 
, the doctrine drawn from this text is wrong ac- 

cording to the ideas they entertain in regard to 
| the way of salvation. 
Admitting, then, for the sake of argument, 
| that the gaoler desired to know of Paul, what 
| he should do to be saved in another. world, we 
| will put the questiona— What shall we do to 
be saved ?” 
| The following answers have been given by 
| the orthodox, viz. You must repent—you must 
‘be convicted—you must be converted—you 
i must be baptized—you must believe the dit- 
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tinguishing doctrines of our church! Each of 
these answers shall receive_a careful examina- 
tion. 

1. “ We must repent.” 


an eminent orthodox writer informs us, that 
it.takes place in men, when made acquainted 
with the gospel. 


first step towards gaining eternal salvation, I | 
would ask of what service can the gospel | 


be to mankind ? 

If we can exercise repentance without a | 
knowledge of the gospel, and if repentance | 
entitles us to salvation, the gospel can be of 
little'‘or no use. For‘in this case, our repent- 
ance would supercede the necessity of any 
manifestation of the grace er mercy of God. 
The truth is, our good friends are too fond of 
going to heaven without the assistance of any 
being but themselves. In order to see the 
fallacy of those opinions which we hear advan- 
ced every day of our lives, we have only to 
observe, that their system begins where it 
should end. Repentance, they tell us, is the 


first step towards heaven ; whereas, in truth, }h 


it isthe last. This is an exercise of the mind, 
which can never take place until we have 
heard the sound of mercy; but they tell us, 
that mercy must be kept out of sight and hear- 
ing until vengeance has slain us with the 
sword of vindictive justice! To this end the 

proclaim the terrours of the law, and endea- 
vour with fire and smoke to subdue the sinner, 
so that he may be prepared by repentance to 
taste/a sweet morselof grace! This is like 
starving a man to give him a good appctite.— 
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Repentance is a, 
term to express sorrow for any thing past ; and ; 


Now, if repentance is the} 


hell, the object is attained, and therefore the 
| gospel can be of no use. But what is gospel ? 
| Answer, ii is “good news for all people.’”— 
Then why is it necessary to repent in order to 
gain eternal salvation ? It is not: for the eternal 
salvation of ail mankind is made sure in the 
' covenant of promise, therefore dur want of re- 
pentance cen never disanull that covenant. It 
13 fixed and-immoveable, and the gates of hell 
can never prevail against it. But, says one, 
shall we understand our speaker to say that 
repentance is entirely unnecessary ? No, my 
friends: Repentance is necessary, but it does 
not effect our eternal salvation; but of this I 
will speak in its proper place, 

One thing more deserves our notice. Hf it 
is admitted, that our future salvation depends 
on nothing but a partial decree of the Almighty, 
an exercise of repentance, if it has any concern 
with our salvation, is not a mean of obtaining 
it, but rather an effect of such decree. There- 
fore, if we admit all for which onr opponents 
contend, and at the same time, put both ends 
of their system toe~ther, we find that ell they 
ave told us about repentance, is worse than 
useless, 

It is said by those against whose doctrine I 
now contend, that all mankind are called upon 
in the bible, to repent. We readily grant all 
this ; but why are they required to de thus ?— 
Say they, allare required to repent that they 
may lave eternal life. What must they repent 
of? They must have a godly sorrow for the 
great obstacle that prevents their salvation.—. 
Whatis it? Not sin—whatthen? Answer— 
An eternal decree of the Almighty ! 

For one, I can see no advantage that can 





A skilful physician would endeavour to admin- 
ister some medicine which would cleanse the 
stomach, and put that in order by some mild 
and gentle tonick, without recommending star- 
vation. But, if wemay judge from the asser- 
tions of our opposers, we may conclude, that 
they consider it necessary to frighten a man to 
repentance, and then appease his fear with 
the ery of mercy. 

But this, so far from being correct, is exactly 
the reverse. The apostle informs us, that “the 
goodness of God,” (or rather a manifestation 
of it,) “leadeth to repentance.” The gospel 
is a proclamation of the goodness of God, and 
therefore, I contend that the gospel is to be 
preached to the sinner, not after he has set out 
on his journey to heaven, but before, in order 
to induce him to exercise godly sorrow for sin. 
Again : if the gospel is not to be preached to 
the impenitent sinner, I can see no use in 
preaching it-at all. Because, the grand object 
1s, to show mankind the goodness, and to pro- 
claim the good will of God, that they may, by 
an acquaintance with his benevolent «designs, 
be led to repent of their past iniquities and ab- 
stain from future wickedness. And nothing 





arise from repentance on this ground. Unless 
we repent of the deerees of God, and alter 
them by our repentance, we mey as well “ sit 
still, as to rise up and fall,” 

The great question is not yet answered,— 
‘¢ What shall we do to be saved ?” “ Vou must 
be convietad.”” _ Convicted of whet? Answer, 
sin. But how shall we know that we are sin- 
ners? Answer, “ by the law is a knowledge 
of sin.” But the law of God is said to be a 
transcript of his own character. Then we must 
know the character of God, and judge of ours 
by comparison. Put, my good fricnds, the book 
called the bible, informs us, that to know God 
is life eternal! According to this, the whole 
scheme of preaching up terrour will avail no- 
thing! It will never convict a single sou].— 
Mankind will be under the absolute necessity 
of obtaining eternal life, before they can be 
convicted of their sinfulness! ! 

The question is not yet answered. Mankind 
at this rate, will all get to heaven before they 
are qualificd to use the means of salvation !—. 
We will look farther for an answer to our text. 

“© Vou must be converted.’ [n other words, 


b 





ean be more evident, than the fact, that if man- 
kind are driven to repentance by the fear of 





you must meet with a change. What are we 
to undergfand by belmg ching@d? Is it the 











the 
el ? 
‘T to 
rnal 


the 


Te- 


el] 


_ we can be with it. 


*mersion, say our honest brethren. 
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change spoken of by the apostle to the Cor. 
xv. 51? He says, “* Behold I shew youa 
mystery: we shali not all sleep, but we shall 
be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorrupti- 
ble, aud we shall be changed.” — Is this the 
change we must undergo before we can be 
saved in the eternal world? One would sup- 
pose so: but No, say ovr orthodox brethren— 
we must meet with a change in this life; we 
must be born again here, or we never can be 
saved; we must be changed from nature to 
grace before we can enter heaven. For the 
sake of argument we grant it: what then ?>— 
How shall we go to work to be converted ? 
Answer—we must repent—-and——but stop! I 
i have shown already, that no man can exer- 
cise a proper repentance, until he knows the 
true God, whom to know is life eternal. Well 
then, says the objector, we must believe: be- 
lieve what? Why, believe the gospel: what 
is gospel? - “Glad tidings which shall be to 
all people!” This will never do; if we be- 
lieve this we shall all be Universalists ! 

For my part, [ can see no way to overcome 
these difficulties on the limitarian scheme.— 
The more we look into their ideas, the farther 
we stray frem our subject. The question re- 
mains, “ What shaggwe do to be saved?” “ You 
must be baptized.” How shail we know what 
kind of baptism is efficacious? Why, says 
one, infant baptism is uo doubt a seriptural or- 
dinance. Why so? because it is a substitute 
for circumcision, and that was enjoined by the 
law. But hear what the apostle says, “I Paul 
say unto you thai if ye be circumcised,Christ 
shall profit you nothing, for I testily again to 
every man that is circumcised, that he is a 
debtor to do the whole law.” Whit shall we 
say in this case? Shall we go to heaven by 
the deeds of the law? No, for by the law 
shal! no flesh be justified in the sight of God. 
We are a!l condemned by it. If then, infant 
baptism is a continuance of the ordinance of 
Gireumcision, I see no way to avoid the con- 
clusion that we are betier off without it, than 
But, says another, that is 
not the proper kind of baptism. The baptism 
of John, is the New-Testament mode, and this 
fs no doubt an ordinance necessary to our sal- 
vation. But how did John baptize? By im- 
Then we 
must be immersed in order to be saved! But 
what says St. John on this subject? When 
the priesis and levites asked him “Who art 
thou ? he confessed and denied not ; but con- 
fessed, Iam not the Christ. And they asked 
him, and said unto him, why baptizest then 
then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, nei- 
ther that prophet? John answered them, say- 


ing, I baptize with water; but there standeth | 


one among you, whom ye know not; he itis 
who cometh after me is preferred before me.” 


And again: “I mustdecrease, b@t he must in- 

crease.” And again: “I indeed baptize you 

with water unto repentance (or reformation) 

but he that cometh after me is mightier than 1, 

whose shoes I am not worthy to bear; he shall 

Pay you with the Holy Ghost and with 
re! 

Now I would ask, is there no difference be- 
tween the baptism of John and that of Christ? 
Certainly, there is as wide a difference as there 
is between fire and water! -Whose baptism 
shall we choose, Christ’sor John’s? Christ’s 
by all means! What is Christ’s baptism? Ans. 
The baptism of the holy spirit. ‘Then. pray 
tell me, of what use is all this contention about 
water baptism? none at all. I vepture to de- 
clare on the authority of the holy scriptures, 
that if the Atlantick ocean shall be all spriz k- 
led, or poured, or used in any way in the or- 
dinance of baptism, it would never save a sin- 
gle soul! But says one, must we not be bap- 
tized in order tobe saved? Yes, of this there 
can be no doubt; but the proper baptism is 
that of the Spirit of the liying God, and not 
that of the polluted and beggarly elements af 
this world. , 

But it was not my design to-eontend against 
ordinances. I wish only to show, that, admit- 
ting all for which our opposers contend, the 
will not obtain their object. That is, 1 wi 
to show, that even if the answers they have 
given to our text be strictly true; they will fail 
in proving from their own premises the salva- 
tion of one single soul. Now the baptism, on 
which the greatest stress is laid, by way of 
distinction, is called “ Believer’s Baptigm.” 
What are we to understand hy believer’s bap- 
tism? If these words mean any thing, we are 
to understand the baptism of those who be- 
lieve heartily the gospel of the blessed God. 
Now what is the gospel? If the testimony of 
a multitude of the angels of heaven will settle 
the question, | answer, it is “ good tidings of 
great joy which shal be to all people.” 

This proves too mUth for our opposers. Ac- 
cording to this, we must ail become Univer- 
salists, before we are fit subjects for baptisna, 
and if we do become such, we shall believe 
the eterna! truth that all the nations, kindreds 
and families of the earth, shall be blessed in 
Christ, sanctified by his spirit, and baptized by 
the unquenchable fire of divine love. I ean- 
not discover that water baptism has any thing 
to do with the work of our future salvation. 

We must go farther for an answer to the 
question, “ What shall we do to be saved ?” 
“ You must believe the distinguishing doctrines 





of our church.” Whose chureh? Orthodoxy’s 
Behe 4: ole ae 
; church! What are the distinguishing doc- 
| trines of this church ? Answer— Total De- 
| pravity”-—and “ Eterual Election and Repro- 
bation.”? The first answer stands thus: “ Be- 
' lieve that you are totally depraved, and thou 
| shalt be saved.” Remember, that believing a 








Sa 
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fie, will never save any one. This our good | urge n 
friends would not have usdo by any means. | 
We must ‘believe the truth. What is truth ? | 
We grant | 
What follows ? | 
I must believe that I am totally depraved—it | 
is true that | am so, and thea Lam a fit subject | 
for heaven ! Good God! what a heaven would | 


Why, that I am totally depraved ! 
it for the sike of argument. 


this make! Its inhabitants would be no bet- 
ter than the devil himself! Of this system we 
may troly say, in the language of the wise 
Solomon, “vanity of vanities—all is vanity!” 

But another distinguishing doctrine claims 
our notice. “You must believe in the doc- 
‘rine of eternal election and reprobation.”— 
Why? Because, say they, this doctrine is 
plainly taught ia the bible. If so, it must be 
true of course. We will admit it for one mo- 
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nany reasons in addition to what has al- 
ready been intimated. 

1. There is nothing connected with the text 
which can justify such an opinion. Many com- 
mentators on this pessage give it as their opin- 
ion that the text should be rendered—“ Sirs, 
what must I do to be safe?” And Mr. Wake. 
field explains the inquiry to mean, What shall 
I do to avoid punishment for what hath befal- 
len the prisoners and the prison? This, he 
adds, is beyond all doubt the sense of the pas- 
sage; though Paul, in his answer, uses the 
words in a more extensive signification; a 
practice which was conimon in those days. 

2. An incontrovertible objection to the com- 
mon opinion, is, that our future salvation does 
not rest upon contingencies. If any thing is 
fixed and established in the divine purpose, 


| 





ment. It is true, then “that God from all 
eternity predestinated some men and angels to | 
everlasting death, and elected some to ever- 
lasting life.” Now let us bring this idea to 
the test of reason andcommon sense. Sup- 

that Iam one of the number who, from 


our future life or death is beyond the reach of 
circumstances. Therefore, inasmuch as salva- 
tion in the eternal world, is not the consequence, 
but rather the cause, of faith, we may conclude 
that the salvation alluded to, in our text, is 
either a temporal deliverance from some im- 





all eternity were reprobated to endless perdi- 

tion. Admit this to be an cternal truth. Now, | 

in compliance with the directions of our Cal- | 
vinistick brethren, I believe this truth ; will 

such belief save me? Ono! But, say they, | 
you cannot know whether you are reprobated 
ornat,in this mode of being. We graut all 
this ; but the difficulty is not yet removed — 

For in whatever way you turn, the same Uecree 
blocks up the entrance of life against the one 
who is not, from all eternity, elected to salva- 
tion ; and unless believing a thing to be trne, 
will make it false, there can be no advantage 
Merived from believing this essential doctrine. 

Thys we find, my brethren, that all they 
have told us about the way of eternal salvation, 
can be of no farther use, than to show us the 
absolute absurdity of their own system! ‘The 
truth is, according to the system under consi- 
eration, if we believe all their doctrines, and 
subscribe to every article of their creed, it 
will not in the least, operate in our favour ; 
but on the contrary, if there is any sin in char- 

ing God with wilful malice, it would sink us 
to the nethermost hell ! 

* "Thus far, I have told you what we must not 
dow be saved; and now we will dismiss our 
distgreeable examination of errour, and endea- 
‘vour to obtain a scriptural answer to the ques- 
tion before us. I have already said that our 
text was primarily addressed to Paul and Silas 
by the gaoler, who was alarmed about his per- 
sonal safety. Although it is evident that no- 
thing more than a temporal deliverance was 
referred to, by the gaoler, yet we may well in- 
dulge in the supposition that he wished to 
know what he should do, to obtain the salva- 
tion of God. Many have supposed, that the 
text refers to a state of future lappiness be- 


yond the grave, but against this idea we may 














pending calamity, or spiritual salvation whieh 
may bé enjoyed in this life. 

That there is a kind of salvation which may 
be enjoyed in this mode of being, is abun- 
dantly evident. Hence it is said, “‘ God is the 
Saviour of aLL men especially of those that 
believe.” The believer enjoys a prelibation 
of that happiness which awaits him in another 
world. That is, he tastes of heaven by antici- 
pation, and as a natural consequence, he is de- 
livered from all those doubts aad fears which 
torment the unbeliever. 

This is no doubt the kind of salvation to 
which the apostle alluces in his answer to the 
gaoler; although, es I have before observed, 
the question of the affrighted keeper of the 
prison, primarily referred only to the peculiar 
situation in which he was them placed by the 
opening of the prison doors. 

With this in view, we again put the ques- 
tion, What shall we do to be saved ? Without 
a moment’s hesitation, I give the answer of the 
apostle: * Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 


‘and thou shalt be saved.”’ 


To many it may appear, that the question is 
now settled. But I humbly conceive that we 
have but just begun npon our sabject. It is 
too often the case that preachers, lay down 
rules for their hearers, and then leave them to 
plod on in the dark, without giving an expla- 
nation of those rules. I will not, cherefore, 
eontent myself with barely telling you, that 
you are to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
but with God’s help, I will endeavour to show 
what you must believe, and why you should 
do it. A few words on these two particulars 
will finish my remarks, and relieve your pa- 
tience. 

1. What must we believe of the Lord Jesus 
Christ that we may be saved? Must we be- 





. 





‘ 
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lieve that he was a God? No. Must we be-| I haye thus, in a few words, endeavoured to 
| give a scriptural answer to the great question 


lieve that he wasaman? No. What then r— 


We must believe that he was the Mediator be- | contained in our text. 


In doing this, Ihave 


tween God and man. But, says one, what | not urged you to trust in the arm of flesk, nor 


good will that do? Answer—-none al all. We 
must believe more than this ; we must believe 
that our Lora Jesus Christ is an all-sufficient 
Mediator. Now let me ask, what will consti- 
tute such a Mediator. Answer, he must have 
power and a disposition, to do all that work 
for which he was sent into the world. For 
what purpose did our Lord Jesus Christ come 
into the world? Answer, to take away the 
sin of the world—to make reconeiliation 
for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting right- 
eousness. Ina word, he must not ouly have 
power, but he must exert that power in the 
work of destroving the works of the devil, and 
in working out the salvation of all that which 
was lost. This is what we must believe, and 
without fear—without hope of reward, I de- 
clare, that nothing short of a full belief in 
Christ as a person who has given himself a 
ransom for all, will ensure our salvation in the 
present world. So much for what we must 
believe. 

2. Why should we believe this? 
because it is a fact plainly revealed in the 
scriptures. Hence it is said of him by John, 
“ Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away 
the sin of the world.” Again: “ He gave him- 


Again: “ He is the propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world.” Again: “ He was deliver- 
ed for our offences and raised again for our 
justification.” Again: “All things both in 
heaven and on earth are given to him.” Again: 
“ Of all thou has*given me, (says the blessed 
Jesus,) I have lost nothing, but will raise it up 
at the last day.” Again: “I will give thee 
(says God) the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession.” And again: ‘ He shall see of the 
travail of his soul and be satisfied.” Here, 
then, is one good reason why we should be- 
lieve in Christ, and unless we are so deaf, that 
ve will not hear, it seems impossible to with- 
“stand so great a cloud of witnesses. 

Another reason why we should believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, is, because there is no 
other way to obtain happiness, which springs 
from a firm confidence in the testimony which 
he has brought to a dying world. Hence, with 
much truth it is said, ‘“¢ There is no other name 
given under heaven among men (then his) 
through which we must be saved.” 

In vain shall we look to any other source 
for substantial consolation. In him—in his de- 
clarations—in his precepts, and in. his exam- 
ples, we can find a rich supply for all our spi- 
ritual wants, and therefore, if we would be 
wise, we shall goto the fountain which he has 
opened, and taste of the waters of life ever- 
lasting. * 





to put vour confidence in the dogmas of men. 
“Yo the law and to the testimony I would 
have you repair, and He who cannot lie, will 
never suffer you to “go empty away.” 

Here let me remark: As this subject has 
been generally explained, you have no doubt 
discovered many difficulties. The ides that 
the great concerns of eternity are left im an’ 
uncertain state, is to the caudid and unpreju- 
diced Christian, inadmissible. When we cast 
an eye around us, upon‘ the works of creation 
and providence, and discover m alli these the 
utmost regularity, we cannot admit, that the 
great work which concerts our eternal well- 
being is left to rest ou the efforts of erring wan. 
Although there are many positive and undeni- 
able evidences of the eteraal truth, that all 
who have felt the curse of sin, will be- made 
alive in our Redeemer ; yet, our,text of itself, 
to my mind; affords incontestible evidence, 


| without the help of any other, that our final 


Answer, | 


state, and that of all mankind will be. that of 
bliss beyond the reach of vieissitude. Should 
the question be asked, why ee? I answer— 
the Lord God is witheut hypocrisy, and he re- 
quires us, and all maukind, to believe without 


' doubting in our Lord Jesus Christ as.our com-. 


{ 
| 





self a tansom for all to be testifiedin due time.” | mon, our all-sufficient Mediator and Friend.. If 


then, our Creator does not trifle with his chil- 
drea, he is in and of himself, all that we are 
required to believe him; and as all must ad- 
mit that the invitation is te all, as it was to 
the gaoler, we may conclude that there ie a 
fulness in our Redeemer for the ends of the 
earth. The command, then, is to us all, “ Be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ.” It is to us, 
my brethren—it is to the vilest sinner—it is to 
the highest saint—it is to the whole intelligent 
creation of God. How consoling then, is the 
reflection, that a God of tender compassion— 
a Being who delights not in the misery of his’ 
children, and who has power to accomplish’ 
his desires, holds out the olive-branch of peace 
and reconciliation to his dependent offspring,’ 
and invites them to come tothe plenteous te- 
ble of life and bliss everlasting ! cy ee 

How can we requite such kindness? By 
believing on his Son! This is the path marked 
out for us to travel in—this is the way of peace 
and happiness—-this is the way of wisdom— 
and this is the way to obtain in this life, that’ 
salvation which is the offspring of faith. 

Brethren: Believe—believe and live. Be-- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall 
be saved from that fear which hath torment j 
believe and you shall be saved from comidem+.. 
nation ; Believe, and you shall have joy with ,. 
out measure and consolation without all 4 

May the Lord take away our rts 6; 
sfone, and give ne Hearts of flesh, that We may 


- 
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no more doubt the faithfulness of his promises, | Association for the <asuing year be holden as follows ¢ 


and the plenitude of his grace.——AMEN. 


eR eet eR 











GENESEE ASSOCIATION. 
Weare at length enabled (o present our readers the 
minutes aud proceedings of this association. We did 





not until we received them, know the cause of so Jong 
a delay, but are really sorry to learn it was owing to a 
serious injury which brother Samson received in his 
hand immediately after the meeting of the association. 
Weare happy to learn, however, ihat he is so far re- 
covered as to be able to write. Could our prayer be 





anfwered, his hand should never want the power to 
write, nor his mind lose its ability to direct. 
O. A. B. 


Proceedings of the Genesee Association, for 
1828. 

The ministers and delegates composing the Gene- 
see Association of Universalisis, met according to pre- 
vious appointment, in the town of Victor, Ontario co. 
N. Y, Sept. 24th, and organized the council by choo- 
sing Br. J, S. Flagler Moderator and Brs. O. Ackley 
and fi. Samson Clerks. 

Prayer by Br. O. Ackley. 


| 
| 





Proceeded to read the letters from the several soci- 
eties, and examine the credentials of dele%ates, when | 
the following Brethren were fouad to compose the 
council : ; 

Ministering Brethren—J.S. Flagler, O. Ackley, H. 
Samson, N. Stacy, L. Knapp, W. 1. Reese, O. A. 
Brownson, J. B. Shannon, M. P. Morgan, 5. A. Skeel. 

Lay Delegates—-Samuel Shepherd, Joseph Emer- 
son, George Matheson, Elijah Baker, A. Goodell, E. 
Hodskiss, Gross Gates, Asa Upson, Amos Bloail, Aa- 
ror Newton, Henry H. Gillet, Reuben Gage, Joseph 
Havens, Harly Graves, James Hodges, Rufus Cok, 
John Russ, Augustus Mather, Amos C. Wilnot, 
Ezra Wilmoth, Rufus Humphrey, Wm. Legate, N. 
Post, Elias D. Wight, Daniel Buzzell, Br. Crittenden 
and Br. Wait. 

Adjourned the busine*s of the council till half pest 
three o'clock, P. M. Repaired to the house of pub- 
lick worship and attended divine service in the follow- | 
ing order : 

At 11 o’clock, A. M. introductory prayer by Brother | 


N. Stacy ; sermon by Br. Shannon, from Muit. iii. 2d; | 
closing prayer by Br. M. P. Morgan. 
At half past 1 o’clock. P. M. introduced prayer by 
Br. L. Knapp; sermon by Br. N. Stacy, text James i. 
27; concluding prayer by Br. O. Ackley. 
At half past 3 o’clock, P. M. met in council accord- 
- ing to adjourament. Appointed Brs. H. Samson, O. 
Ackley, & W. 1. Reese a commsttee to receive requests 
for letters of fellowship and ordination. 

Heard the report of the committee of discipline 
for the last year, who presented no eause of complaint 
as having ocetrred during their term of service. 

Voted Brs. J. S. Flagler, H. Samson, and W. I. 
Reese be a committee of dicipline the ensuing year. 

Adjourned the business of the coyncil till half past 
7 clock to morrow morning. / \ 

Thursday, 25th—Met agreeably to adjournment, 


and opened the business of the aszociation with prayer | 
by Br. H. Samson. 

Voted that this Association will appoint within its 
rteritorial limits quarterly meetings, to be holden at 
such places as shail be thought proper by the delegates 
composing this body, and to be observed on the last Sa- 
turdays and Sundays of such manths in the 
shall contain five Sabbaths. 
- Yotel,ghatthe querterly meptings appojoted by this | 


{ 


year as | 


gels of God. 


lage, Monroe co. Nor. 29th and 
Pen Yan, Yates co. March Qhth 
and 29th ; the third at Yori Centre, Livingston co, 
May 30th and Sist; the fourth at Lima, Genesee 
eo. August 20th and 3 ist. 

Voted, that Br. 8. A. Skeel, an ordained minister, 
having recently taken up his residence within our ter- 
ritorial limits, receive the fellowship of this aszociation. 

Voied, that Br. W.1, Reese, be continued the stan- 


Phefirstat Parma v 
30ih 3 the secona at 





| ding clerk of this assoviation. 


Voted, that the minutes of this assacintion be pub- 
lished in the Gospel Advocate, printed at Auburn. 

Appointed Br. H. Samson te prepare the minutes for 
publication, and append a eircular. 

Adjourned the Associatioi to meet in the town of 
Ontario, Wayne co. N. Y, the fourth Wednesday and 
Thursday in Sept. 1829, 

Thanks for the protecting care and gracious presence 
of the Most High was feelingly offered ap by Br. Flaz- 
ler. 

The publick services of Thursday were attended as 
follows : Morning service—Intreduetory prayer by M. 
A. Morgan ; sermon by Br. O. A. Brownsen, text Ps. 
ix. 17th ; concluding prayer by Br. 8. A. Skeel. 

Afternoon service-—Introductory prayer by Br.O A. 
Brownson ; sermon by Br. H. Samson, text Micah vi. 
Sth ; appropriate address and eoncluding prayer by 
our worthy Br. N. Stacy. 

CIRCULAR. 

To the wide spread family of man--to every Chris- 
tian usder the heavens of God, and especially to those 
who have heard, investigated, and uaderstand)y im- 
bibed the doctrine of God, who will heve all to be sa- 
ved and come unto the knowledge of the truth: the 
ministers, churches, aud societics composing the Gen- 
esee Association of Universalists; influenced by the 
example of the angels who sang at the birth of the 
Redeemer, serid salutations of peace and good will. 
Dearty Betoven Baersaen: 

Moved by a sense of duty. and having our 
hearts warmed with a love of the service, we 
have been permitted, under the auspices of 
Divine Providence, tocelebrate another anni- 
versary convocation for the purpose of con- 
sulting the propsbrity of the kingdom of Christ, 
and to divise means for a more extensive spread 
of that truth which is destined to make eve- 


| ry man free. 


Our meeting was as a meeting of the an- 
We met the children of Abra- 
ham from the east and from the west, and from 
the north and from the south, and sat down 
with them in the kingdom of righteousness, 
and peace and joy in the holy ghost; and re- 
galed our mortal appetites upon that bread 
which come down from heaven to give life to 
the world. It was a season which will long 
be rememberod by the friends of God’s im- 
partial grace—the fervent coals of love appear- 
ed to burn upon the altar of every heart, while 
the lainp of cheerfulness and joy was lit up, 
and with heavenly lustre shone forth in every 
feature. No rootof bitterness rose up among 
us to disturb our peace, or to eclipse our joy— 
the angel of the New Covenant hovered a- 


round us, and we truly sat together in a heav- 


enly place in Christ Jesus. 
‘en ministering brethren were present— 
fourtgen societirs were regularly reptesented, 
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tndone preacher added to our couvexion by 
the fellowship of the association. 

The brethren who were called to the desk 
proved themselves to be workuien that need not 
be ashamed ; for they rightly divided the word 
of God, and gave to every une a portion in due 
season; while an attentive and crowded au- 
dience listenyd with rapturous joy and delight 
to their communications of knowledge and 
comfort. ‘T'y this was added the charms of 
musick,excellently performed, which gave ad- 
ditional pleasure and satisfaction to the enter- 
tainment. 

The discourses which were delivered on the 
occasion, were truly interesting and impres- 
sive, combining practioe with theory in such 
amamiier as to put to silence the tongue of 
slander, and even to hush the untutored 
passions of the most violeut opposer, aud bid 
a boldand solemn defiance to all the enemies 
of God’s impartial grace, to show themselves 
in support of their narrow, selfish, and mis- 
guided prejudices 

In the first discourse delivered ov the occa- 
sion, predicated upon the words of that dis- 
finguished Crier, John the Baptist, ‘* Repent 
ve, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” — 
It was clearly shown that the kingdom of hea- 
ven, orreign of God under the Messiah, had 
no reference to a secular kingdom in this 
world, clothed with the pomp and parade of 
modern orthodoxy. Neither had it any refer- 
ence to that ideal heaven beyond the grave, 
where the partialist is taught to expect happi- 
ness eternal at the expense of the endless per- 
dition of the greatest part of the human fam- 
ily—but that it wasa kingdom of righteous- 
ness, peace, aud joy inthe Holy Ghost. And 
a'though this kingdom might exist in an indi- 
vidual heart, (** Know ye not that the kingdom 
of God is within you?) yet it is destined to 
break in pieces all other kingdoms, and to fill 
the whole earth; that repentance does not 
consist in the formal langoage of the life, or 
the shedding a few crockodile tears for what 
our mothers have told us was wicked, and for 
which our Ministers have taught us that God 
in his wrath will punish as to all eternity ; but 
that it is a virtuous principle, nobly existing in 
the rational soul, which, under the operation 
and control of the goodness of God will pro- 
duce a thorough reforin and radical change 
from that which is evil to that which is good. 

In the second discourse, pure and undefiled 
religion before God and the Father was illus- 
trated and shown, to»possess the threefold 
properties of theory—~experience and practice. 
The theoretical part of this religion was made 
to consist in proper and consistent views of the 
character, purposes, and government of God ; 
its experimental properties were represented 
as embracing all the strength and confidence 
of fajth, arid all the satisfaction and pleasures 
of life, which mankind, in God, through Je- 








di 
sus Christ, are permitted to enjoy in. this 
world. Its practical part was made to consist 
in intitating God in all hisimitable perfections, 
especially in charity and holigess—visiting the 
widow and the fatherless in their afflictions, 
and keeping unspotted from the world. 

In the third discourse, the retributive gov- 
ernment of God was brought into view, par- 
ticularly with respect to the sinful part of his 
offspring, predicated upon the declaration of 
the Psalniist, ‘* The wicked shall be turaed 
into hell, aod all the nations that forget God.” 
This portion of scripture, which has been so 
often perverted for the purpose of supporting 
the doctrine of endless misery, was shown to 
be perfectly consistent with the final holiness 
and happiness of the whole human family ; 
the docirine of endless torture was shown to 
be unmerciful, unjust, useless, and inconsist- 
eat with the holy scriptures, and such reasous 
assigned for rejecting it, a3 we believe, ¢arri- 
ed conviction to every heart, and proved that 
the doctrine was not of God. 

lin the fourth discourse, the whole duty of 
man was explained in reference to the divine 
requiremeat, ‘' He bath showed thee; O man} 
what is good, and what doth the Lord require 
of thee, but to do justly, aad to love mercy, 
andto walk humbly with thy God.” — Ta all 
these discourses it was clearly shown that the 
doctrine of God's impartial grace, terminating 
in the ultimate salvation of al! men, was di- 
rectly calculated to produce, in experience and 
ptactice, every thiag which cau be honourable 
to the Deity and happifying to man. 

Brethren, be not dismayed ; the cause yout 
have espoused is based upon the foundation of 
God, which standeth saré, and must, and will 
exist, with increasing glory through revolving 
ages, like some fair, noble edifice, firm in its 
strength, and beautiful in its proportions, with 
its foundations deeply fixed on earth, but with 
its lofty and aspiring turrets high raised to 
heaven. The current of things may roll a- 
long its base—-the tide of clerical influence 
and populat opinions may beat against its 
walls, the siormy gusts of malice may assault 
its lofty battlements, and the heavy rains of 
calumny may descend upon its spacious roof, 
but all in vain: a building thus constructed 
and supported is impregnable. It shall be Jas- 
ting as the order of heaven—it shall survive 
the wreck of nature and the crash of worlds. 

But, brethren, in as much as there ever have 
been and still are some who are disposed to 
dispute the utility of the doctrine we profess, 
on account of its practical influence, it spe- 
cially and particularly becomes us to let our 
conduct be a letter of recommendation, seen 
and read of all men. This is a kind of convic- 
tion which must at length prevdilover the most 
obstinate and unyielding preposessions. <A 
good life.is an unanswerable refutation df év- 
ery charge, If we evince in pracice those 
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excellent principles we profess in theory, our | 
doctrine must, eventually, have a good report | 
of-all men. Sach an exemplification of its | 
tendency, will more effectually conciliate pub- | 
Jick esteem than all the reasoning of laboured 
argument. Then as we honour our profes- 
sion, our profession will be an honourty us— 
Rémember, my brethren, that the interests of 
the cause arein your hands. Be careful not 
to blend with it your weakness, nor stain it 
with yéur vices. Consider with what dignity, 
fidelity, and respectability you ought to sup- 
portthe character you bear, and render the 
name of Universalist illustrious, as designating 
worth and Virtue of superiour stamp. ‘ 
Finally, brethren, may your lives and your 
virtues confute the slanderous reports of your 
enemies, and may we all be constantly making 
approaches towards that state where the credit 
of virtue is established and its satisfactions 





perfect and eternal. Amen. 
Signed by order and in behalf of the Asso- 
ciation. HOLLIS SAMSON. 
RN GON 


Editor of the Gospel Advocate : 

Stra: I send you a specimen of the conduct, 
and a description of the person of one of 
these itinerant’ impostros. who prow! about | 
our country, procuring subscriptions for worth- 
Jess books and peziodical pamphlets, at a 
price far above what the same works can be 

for of the publisher. 
eof these fellows obtruded himself into 
my house a few evenings since, when the fol- 
lowing dialogue took place between us: 

« Well, doctor, I want your subscription for | 
one of the best medica! periodicals iu the Uni- | 
ted States.” 

** Ido not wish to subscribe, sir.” 

** Bot thisis a new work and very cheap, 
only six dollars.” 

* Very cheap, sir !” 

“IT am sure you wouid like it.” 

* Perhaps so.” 

** Look at it—double columns on each page, 
close printed, the best of matier, &c. &c. 
&c.” 

* J shall not subscribe.” 

“ Then you will take some religious work— 
do you belong to any denomination ?” 

“ No.” 

“ Then you will take the National Preach- 
er?” 

“ No.” 

*¢ It will suit you, as it is edited by divines 
of every description ;——will you have one or 
iwo copies ?” 

* None at all, sir.” 

* Would you not like to become the agent 
of some such work in this place ?” 

1 No.” 

“ Well, doctor, I will take a bed here to 
night—LI should like a good bed and warm 
room:’ 








“* T cannot lodge you without putting you 
into the best bed in my house, which is not 
convenient.” 

IIe left me, but returned to the charge next 
morning with better success. He came in 
while the family were at break fast. 

** Well, doctor, I hope you are in a better 
humour this morning, and will now sabscribe.” 

** No, gir.” 

* Then I will take breakfast with you.” 

And “ suiting the action to the word,” pla- 
ced himself at the table. When done he left 
the house with **Z thank you for my break- 
Sast.” 

The fellow is rather tall, slim, red hair, well 
dressed, trave's on foot, pretends to much pi- 
ety, talks of seminaries, eastern manners, 
good society, &c. &c and filches something 
from every house he enters. 

Yours with respect, 

Williamsville, Nov. 6, 1828. 

TES 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
A SCOURGE OF SMALL CORDS. 

If ever there was a period since the estab- 
lishment of American Independence which 
called for the United efforts of all the friends 
of civil and religious liberty, it isthe day in which 
we live. It is sufficient that we we put in 
full possession of facts, too stubborn,to be re- 
futed by sophistry and artifice, that a bold and 
daring attempt is making to sap the foundation of 
our liberties and enslave our free born citizens. 
A superficial perusal and a very partial ac- 
quantance with church bistory is sufficient to 
put us on our guard against combinations of 
irreligious bigots and superstitious fanaticks 
who are continually vociferating with their 
ungodly tongues ** stand by for we are more 
holy than thou.” It is true in the jadg- 
ment of Heaven’s boon, and from the pro- 
fession they make of the purity of their pe- 
culiar religious tenets we should hope better 
things of them, but alas our hopes are perish- 
ed, we tnust view them as they are and not as 
they ought to be. As individuals we have 
our rights in common with all, a right ‘to be- 
lieve as inuch respecting God and religion as 
the evidence presented affords so far we 
are willing to reciprocate with our neighbors, 
but the old adage is good, because “true ac- 
tions speak Jouder than words,” we appeal to 
facts, 

The Rev. Clergy.and their associates are 
making a mighty effort to force a market for 
their unsaleable merchandize and that too at 
their own price, ‘‘forno man bayeth their 
merchandize any more.” Therefore are those 
soul-dealers,driven to the pitiful refuge to adopt 
the present scheme with fall hopes of success. 
John Calvin their leader set his successors the 
shameful example. Pardon me kind reader, I 
mean the case of * Servetus,” in his tor 
tures of a slow fire and green wood, this was 


L. S. 











done in imitation of what Calvin supposed 
he saw in his God, but it was not the God of 
salvation, which is our God. I should not have 
mentioned this circumstance but for the sake of 
throwing a little light on the subject before 
us, in consequence of a piece which recently 
appeared in one of our weekly papers, lauding 
to the skies one of the butcherers of the human 
race, and that too in consequence of his pious 
acts. I have no war with the authour of the 
piece alluded to, for I knéw him not, but 
enough, pardon the digression. Peace to Cal- 
vin’s shade but dishonour to his memory. But 
to the subject, we would have left Calvin slum- 
bering in the dust, and mingling his ashes with 
his cotemporaries, but we discover a design to 
coerce us into measures as mean and con- 
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temptible as those adopted in days of yore. We 
now exhibit some of the adopted pians in 
modern days for the sake of exciting the pity 
and contempt of a religiols and discerning 
publick. For years past we have had Home and 
Foreign Missionary Societies, Bible and Aux- | 
iliary Societies, Male and Female Cent Socie- | 
ties, Mite and for ought I know, half mite so- | 


cieties. In addition to the above we have been 
presented with rag, bag and rotten fruit socie- 
ties stalls of publick auction, for whtich souls | 
have been knocked down to the highest bid- 
der like common merchandize in our populous 
cities. Alas, we have so far beggared all des- 
cription, pouring contempt on the good old 
way, by redeeming souls from falschood and 
errour by soch trash. 

Asthe Sabbath School establishment with 
its votaries has been sufficiently castigated to 
put their modesty to the blush, if such quali- 
ties they possess, we leave them in good hands 
for justice to be administered. But to the ut- 
ter astouishment of the public in the language | 
of scriptare, ‘* though you bray a fool in a mor- | 
tar with a pestle among wheat, yet his folly will 
not depart.” Ignorant and superstitious men 
will not improve by admonition. The last 
mighty effort to extinguish the glimmering light | 
of our religious freedom, is the exhibition on | 
Columbia’s favoured soil. The grand Auction 
Stall of Church and State, far less than the 
senseless image without ears to hear, eyes to 
see, or a mind to cunceive, which was ip an- 
cient times exhibited on the plains of Drura, 
and an awful pevalty annexed to the law against 
all those who would not fall down at the sound 
of the musick, and worship the king’s linage— 
The contrast ia very striking in the penalty of 
the two laws. The former tortured for a few 
moments iv fire unquenchable, which the 
remnants of mortality should endore. But the 
unhallowed mandate of the latter council con- 
demns to everlasting or endless punishment in 
that state, over which frail man has no con- 
trol, and of which he can have but faint con- 
ceptions even in the meridian of his strong- 





est hopes. Itis true and it might be argued 
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with some degree of plausibility by the advo- 
cates of this scheme, that our accommodations 
if we will comply with their request, are good ; 
that we shall be accommodated with the rulers 
to préside over the destinies of oar nation who 
love our souls almost as well as God himself. 


| And that their image will not hurt us; and in 


the bargain we shall be accommodated with 
Pioneer stages from Albany to Buffalo for the 
present, with careful drivers, and soon, if the 
scheme answers their specalative purpose they 
will be able in a few years to drive Jebu like 
from all parts of our state to the Capitol, and 
the pious representatives of the common peo- 
ple will get their fare gratis, when the funds 
will admit. But we feel jealous even on this 
ground, for if the countless millions of dol- 
Jars shovelled down the gormandizing throats 
of the different treasuries, have not satis- 
fied the monstrous appetities of the present 
rulers,we might exhaust the minesof Peru and 
hammer out the golden wedge of Ophir, yet 
they would cry give, or be damned forever. 
Let us then fearlessly approach their strong 
citadel, even enter their temple of fully and in 
imitation of our Saviour, present them with a 
nervous arm grasping the strong cords of rea- 
son and truth and drive the buyers and sellers 
out of our religious temple, and inform them 
they shall no longer make it a den of thieves. 
We will reverence none but God, to him alone 
we are amenable in conscience and politically 
we will be free in our own unalicnable rights, 
WATCHMAN UPON THE WALLS. 
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“* FARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITN,”” 


THE SIGNS OP THE TIMES. 
Many persons love to amuse themselves in speaking 


about the signs of the times and about the spirit of 
the age ; and every one scems anxious to make himself 
and others believe every thing is as favourable as pos- 
sible to his peculiar wishes. For ourself we are apt to 
think the signs and spirit of this age have no remarka- 
ble difference from those exhibited in every other. We 








| observe the same passions at work, and however time 


and circumstances may vary the particular @irection of 
our exertions, the object of our wishes appears to be 
invariably the same. The constituent principles of 
human nature are donbtless as immutable as the God 


| that gave them birth. 


No matter in what age or country we make our ob- 
servations, we shall discover about the same routine of 
uffairs, continually varying in eppearance but essential- 
ly thesame. The clergy are now, as formerly, endea- 
vourinug to increase their power over the human mind 
under the pretence of saving souls. They are solicit- 
ing the wealth, or a portion of the wealth accumula- 
ted by industry, for the pious purpose of serving God, 
and the benevolent object of converting the world.— 
The orthodox are extolling the wisdom of their fathers 
and the purity and felicity of antiquity, deprecating 
innovations, and depioring the degeneracy, the profli- 








Bod 
gacy and licentiousness of thé age. Dissenters decluim 
against the corruption of the orthodox, censure their 
arrogance, deny their infallibility, claim the right to 
think for themselves, and in their tarn, deny the right 
to all whé do not think like themselves. ‘Believers are 
extolling the’excellence of their faith, its necessity, its 
soundness and’ its utility; painting the despair, the 
fears and wréetchedness to which the unbeliever is con- 
demned, and especially the hotrour he feels in the 
prospect of death. The Infidel lets off his battery 
against implicit faith—scorns to be a slave to antiquity, 
laughs at the believer's foibles, and exults in being 
freed from all restraint and absolved from all moral 
obligation, &. ? 

But to be more particalar. Our Presbyterian friends 
seem engrossed in their grand enterprizes fur obtaining 
a larger portion of the heathen for Christ,or the priests. 
But it would seem mankiud are so petverse that there 
is not much prospect of enlarging the bounds of Cal- 
vin’s Zion, Foreign missions are cuntinued, bul they 
amount to little more than some few schools in which 
the heathen children ere instructed. This is probably 
the most judicious method which can be devised. If 
the standard of education throus hout the world could 
be elevated, and a general interchange of the know- 
ledge, views, discoveries and improvements of each 
nation of the globe with the others, could be broaght 
about, we think the moral and religious condition of 
mankind would be materially benefitted. They would, 
in time lose their exclusive spirit, and the badges of 
nations and religions would be swallowed up by a ge- 





neral feeling of mutual interest and mutual emulation, | 


The schools of which we speak, if judiciously con- 
ducted, will doubtless do much towards meliorating the 
condition of mankind; but if they are,as we have too 
much reason to fear, under sectarian guides supported 
by sectarian influence, they will only introduce new 
causes of contention among the heathen who, we all 
know, are wretched enough without being cursed with 
the miseries of a sectarian warfare. But good ¢ften 
follows evil; and notwithstanding these foreign schools 
are established .on principles which we highly disap- 
prove, we shall feel gratified to Almighty God for 
whatever benefit they may confer upon the human 
race. 

Domestick missions among the Indians of our forests, 
are productive of no little profit to the society which 
sends out missionaries, The natives indeéd are not 
converted, Lut some of their property is, and this spe- 
cies of conversion is, we conclude, equally as agreca- 
ble. Some very fine estates will be in the possession 
of somebody, and may perhaps be employed in erecting 
a Holy Inquisition, that the land may be purified of 
what is offensive to God. 

Mission: —* 1ome Missions,” perhaps we should say, 
seem to be prosecuted with considerablé vigour, but 
with no very great success. The managers of the 
grand enterprize are not destitute of skill. They com- 
menced an invasion of the Heathen, but soon found 
they had too many domestick enemies to push théir 
conquests, they therefore, very wisely, concluded to 
» -garrison the foreign territory acquired with nvimerous 


GOSEEE SDYOCATE. 





| 
| 
| 





ee te en eee 


schools, which should, as occasion might offer, make a 
few sorties upon the enemy and overwhelm him with 
a shower of tracts and New Testaments. This being 
done, they were at liberty to turn their arms against 
the rebels at home. This they have done. But as 
their troops were raised with the assurance that they 
should be marched against the Heathen, accordingly 
their leaders told them that their brethren who had re- 
volted were heathens, and the poor college-tutored 
troops knew no better. But alas! the home-heathen 
are very stubborn; and if the resolutions of the seve- 
ral councils _whioh have been held, may be considered 
agany sign, we should think the rebel army was fast 
increasing, while the royal force was daily weakened 
by desertion. 

The orthodox papers breathe a solemn and even a 
melancholy tone. They speak of the low state of re- 
ligion, represent revivals as becoming like angels’ vis- 
its, “few and far between,”—Churches as cold und 
formel—dangers as multiplying on every side—the 
Lord as hiding his face, as hanging 4 black cloud over 
their prospetts, as darkening their souls, &c. Resolu- 
tions by the several synods are passed, enjoining a more 
vigilant caution to ministers and people-days are set 
apart for prayer and humiliation, and such kind of 
things. Prayer is the orthodox conquer-all-things, but 
we should think that of late, this all-powerful weapon 
had lost much of its efficacy. They ask but they re- 
ceive not~—perhaps because they ask amiss, 

We think our orthodox friends are too avaricious 
they are con{finually asking favours of the Almighty 
without reflecting they ought to thank him for what 
he bas given. We cannot blame the Deity. They 
are never satisfied. If he gives thema revival they 
represent it as large again as it is; and instead of 
thankiug him for it, they teaze him for another. Let 
them learn to be grateful for what they receive and 
their cup will overflow. 

Our ‘cause, or the one in which we are engaged, 
goes on progressing with the march of intellect. New 
societies are continually forming—new preachers are 
rising up, and several have lately renounced partial- 
ism, and commenced proclaiming the unbounded good- 
ness of God and the final emancipation of the world. 
One we'mention: a Mr. Myers, of Pennsylvania, has 
left bis former doctrine of endless misery, and is now 
pteéaching Universal salvation. He is said to be a man 
of talents and influence. Ele is about to commence, or 
has commenced, a paper in German for the benefit of 
the German population of Pennsylvania, among whom 
there exists no small desire to become acquainied with 
the way of Jife. We are pleased with’ the progress of 
liberal sentiments. We are encouraged tu go forward, 
and We feel grateful te Almighty God for the prospe- 
rity he pas granted us. O. A.B. 

SETS we 
OUTRAGE. 

The following proceedings of the Presbyterian 
Church in York, Livingston county, N. Y. should have 
been noticed before, but have beén delayed for the 
want of room. We ate not fond of publishing pro- 
ceedings which ate Yalculated lo excite the indignha- 
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tion of community against any class of pedple profess-° 


ing tobe Christian. We would spread the mantle of 
charity @ver their foibles and their follies, but alas '—~ 
her mantle is not sufficient to conceal every outrage 
upon the feelings and characters of those who may fall 
under the displeasure of petty religious associations. 

We should refuse to publish any account ofa solitary 
act of the kind which follows, but this act is not alone. 
It was done, not through mistake or inadvertency, but 
from a settled policy adopted by all those who arrogate 
to themselves all that is correct in theory or virtuous 
in practice. We have long been acquainted with the 
tyranny and want of principle which usually ¢harac- 
terizes Church Sessions, and have more than onee pray- 
ed, that if we should ever be so unfortunate as to be 
tried for some real or imaginary offence, that Provi- 
dence would ro ordér it that it should not be before a 
tribunal professedly religious. 

Religious people act, not from their own views of 
propriety, but {rom what they appreliend to be the 
will of God. Desire to conform to his will stifles every 
sentiment of humanity, deadens every.sense of forbear- 
ance and makes them deaf to the cry of distress, Does 
a brother or a sister complain of oppression, the com- 
mand of God is alledged as the cause, and the reply is 
made, we must obey God rather than give way to 
our own feelings of propriety or compassion. God save 
us, We say, trom those who decide according to their 
own views of the commands of an invisible being, and 
particularly from those who have nothing but the vin- 
dicating of the honour of God at heart. 

The plain staiement of the case to which we have 
alluded, will display the spirit by which nearly every 
Church Session is actuated. . 

Mrs. Cook was a member of the Presbyterian 
Church. Her husband wasa Universalist. The Uni- 
versalists had preaching in the place one fourth of the 
time—the Presbyterians, we believe, allthe time. Mr. 
Cook did not refuse to accompany his wife to her meet- 
ing when there was none of the society which he pre- 
ferred. 
his wife out of complacence to her, he requested her to 


As he attended the Presbyterian meeting with 


reciprocate the favour occasionally when the Univer- 
salists had preaching, which she did, as every woman 
should. 

But the Church were dissatisfied, called frequent!s 
to converse with her, charged her with being a Univer- 
salist, threw out abusive expressions against her hus- 
band, and almost seemed to believe she would go to 
hell because she hoped her husband through the good- 
ness of God might go'to heaven, 
to appear before the Church, and was finally suspend- 
ed from the communion of the Lord’s Table, &c. 

Now we should smile at this grave body of people, 
pursuing a woman time afler time merely because slr 
had regard enough for her husband to attend meeting 
with him a few times; but there is an evil in it. The 
spirit which governed them is the spirit which sows the 
seeds of domestick discord, destroys the peace of fami- 
lies by alienating the affections of their members. The 
officers of our Churches think obedience to them is 
paramount to all offer obliguting®, an’ iat {he one 


She was twice cited 
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who refuses to yield to their imperious mandates is 
euilty of contumacy and must be delivered over to the 
b iffettings of Satan, &c. We detest the wretch, who, 
uader the mask of religion, labours to destroy the 
peace of the fire-side, and make that paradise the scene 
of confusion and bitter altercation ; but alas! it has be- 
We add no more—the following 

0. A.B. 





come too common. 
may speak for itself. 
CITA: FON Ist. 
The First Presbyterian Church in York to 
Mrs. EUNICE COOK :— 

Waenreas you have given just cause to your 
Brethren to be dissatisfied with you; and 
they having endeavored to convince you of 
your obligation, and to draw from yoa those 
concessions which the nature of the case ré- 
quires, without producing the desired effect, 
they deem it an indispensable duty, which 
they owe the great Head of the Church, to 
wait on you no longer, but to proceed with 
you as an offender. 

You are hereby cited to appear before the 
Church, at a meeting to be held at the house 
of Ralph Brown, on the first Tuesday of Feb- 
ruary next, at 10 o’clock in the morning, to 
answer before the Church to the following al- 
legations, preferred by the church to wit:— 

Common fame accuses sister Eunice Cook 
of violating her covenant obligations, by fre- 
quently neglecting to attend public worship on 
tae Sabbath,* with the church and congrega~ 
tion with which she is connected, and meet- 
ing with the Universalists, and in justifying 
herself for so doing, and giving countenance 
to their religious services, not only by her at- 
tendanee, but by her expressions also. 

SPECIFICATIONS. 

ist. Since early last spring, (she has by her 
own conlession before the Charchon the Stl: 
ef October last, at the house ef Rev. J. Bald- 
win) repeatedly absented herself from the 
mecting of the church of which she isa mem- 
ber, and met with the Universalists, a part or 
all of the day when they had preaching at the 
Centre of York on the Sabbath. 

Witnesses. 

Jon * Loexwoop, | ALoran Ssrrn, 

Sern Carrcn, Erxastcs Kxownon, 

Naruasten Crook, | M. Morse. 

2d. when k ndlysexpostulated with for so 
doing, at the time and place above mention- 
ed, she justified herself, by saying ‘that which 
implied that she had a right to attend meet- 
ing a part of the time with her husband ; and 
that the church ought not to be offended, She 
further said that she could dono better than she 
hed done, and if the church could not bear 
wih her, she wished for a letter, (or to that 
import.) She was infornred that it could not 
be granted consistently ; and after herrersons 
were candidly attended to, and she was faith- 








*Bv aitengding meeting one fourth part of the time 
with her bus Haga! 
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fully told what was considered to te her duty,* 
under her circumstances, and much tender | 
advice given her, she observed if you feel as 
tender towards ine as you pretend, why can’t | 
you give me a letter, and let me go in peace ?” 
{ Witnesses the same as above. ] 

3d. On an evening, on or about the 23d of | 
Norember last, at Mr. Ruifus Cook’s House, 
in conversation with a Committee appointed 
by the church to converse with her, she fully 
justified herself on the ground that she had 
other duties to attend to, besides her duties | 
to the church, and she implicitly intimated 
that her obligation to obey her husband was | 
more binding than any other obligation what- 
ever. - She further said that she could not do 
any differently from what she had done, and 
also she said that she could and did unite with | 


i 
{ 
! 


| tribute, due from’ me to Jfim. 


the Universalistst in worshipping God. Wit- | 


nesses, A. Smirn and M, Morse. 
By order of the Church, 
J. BALDWIN, Cler/:. 
York, Jan. 10, 1828. 

This citation was not attended to by. Mrs. Cool, ac- 
cordingly another was sent, which we omit, to which 
she replied by a written communication which follows. 

MRS. COOK’S LETTER. 
To the First Presbyteri = ay urch in the Town of 
orl: 


Brethren, I feel myse)f injured and abused 
by yoar proceedings ; for 1 am made to suffer, 
and feel as though it was without a cause. 
The charges you have preferred against me 
I acknowledge, but esteem them harmless, 
and unworthy of being brought as an accusa- 


circumstances to attend any meeting but your 
own, then let it be made known to the world, 

You charge me with joining the Universal- 
ists, in worshipping God. What ought I to 
do? When I see others worshipping God, and 
speaking of his great goodness to the children 
of men, should [ withhold my thanks because 
others bless him, I cannot do this, and I should 


| rejoice to see the ends of the earth praise 


him. And I do sincerely hope that the 
avenues of my heart may never be so closed, 
that when I hear a fellow mortal offering up 
his adorations before the throne of Him who 
si‘s in majesty on high, that I shall withhold the 
Far was it 
from my thoughts, when I became a member of 
your body, that | might enjoy privileges ‘yhich 
were near, and dear to my feelings, that the 
vindictive hand of persecution, would so soon 
overtake me. But while 1 am made to feel, 
there are those that assume to themselves, the 


| power of driving away from the feast, the 
‘ Lord has prepared, whom they please, I can 


tion, since they do not shew the appearance of | 


¢erime in me 
having changed my sentiments, nor can I be: 
Therefore the crime of heresy cannot be 


brqught. 


body in the concerns of others. But | am 
charged with going to meeting with my hus- 
hand, and for not confessing that I have done 
wrong in so doing. But Brethren, how can | 
do that? He has attended my mectings for 
yéars, and shewn himself kind in my accom- 
modations, and scarcely has he refused whicn 
requested,although your meetings were disgust- 
ing to him. Should I then refuse a return of 
favour when kindly solicited by him? and if [ 
did, how could I expect that he would con- 
tinue his friendship to me. 

Your second specification does not merit a 
reply. If you wish me to understand by 
obligations, that you bind your members ia 
such a manner that they are at liberty uuder no 








\ 

*The tenJer advice above alluded to was to this 
import. That she must expostulate with her hus- 
band and convince him of his errors and take her chil- 
dren one and all to the Presbyterian meetings. 

+Mr. Albion Smith asked Mrs. Cook if she cou}d 
join with the Devil in prayer? her reply was that she 
never attended meeting where the Devil led in prayer, ! 





. 


J am not charged in them with | 


rest assured that the Lord has p:epared a feast 
on high, for those that Jove and fear him, 
where none can molest or make afraid, but 
where peace and joy reign forevermore. [ 
would refer you to the 65 bymn of 2d Book 
W atts. 

Finally, Brethren, if the course of conduct 
complained of in me, is such that you can no 
longer walk with me, I must think tliat it is be- 
Cause you are too much straitened in your own 
bowels, I pray therefore for a recompence of 
the same that you be enlarged; at the same 
time withdrawing myself from under your 
watch, care and disctpline, and shall hence- 


| forward cease to consider myself a member of 


I am not charged as being a mur- | 
derer; a thief; or evil doer; or as a busy | 


your body. Wishing that you may abound in 
every heavenly gift and above all (Charity. 

I submit my cause to Him who rales the 
earth in righteousness. 

EUNICE COOK. 
York, January, 1828. 
SLE 
REGENERATION. 
What is Regeneration ? 

T answer, A change of character or situation, 
considered either with respectto the past char- 
acter or situation of the individual himself, or 
with respect to the character and situation of 
others. The word was one of familiar use a- 
mong the Jews and Grecks, to expressa change 
of external situation or fortune. When a Gen- 
tile embraced the Jewish religion and submit- 
ted to the rife of circumscision, he was said to 
be boru again. Andin the same sense, the 
church of England, in the baptism of infants, 
“ Seeing now, dearly beloved brethren, that 
this child is regenerate, and grafted into the 
body of Christ’s church,” &c. 

Cicéro, in one of his Jetfers to 





Atticus (vi. 
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&.), has the following passage ; ‘* Amicorum 
litere me ad triumphum vocant, rem a nobis, 
ut, ego arbitror, propter hane palingenesian 
nostram non negligendam.” 

“ The letters of my friends invite me.toa 
triumph ; aceremony, in my opinion, not im- 
proper on account of this my regeneration,” —al- 
luding to the honours which he had received 
on his return from exile. é 

Probably Matthew xix. 28. “ Ye which 
have followed me in the regeneration,” is to be 
explained of external situation, in somewhat 
the same manner. But generally, in the Serip- 
tures, “¢ regeneration,”’ “ being born again.” 
“ being a new creature,” &c. mean a change 


of character, and are nearly synonymous with | 
It may help us, therefore, to en- | 


conversion. 
quire, What is the meaning of conversion ? 
converted from what ? fo what? “ He hath 


converted a sinner from the errour of his ways,” | 
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ascertain what he should do to secure his fa- 
vour. 

Whichever his motive might be, our Sav- 
iour perfectly understood it, and addressing 
himself to the precise character of Nicodemus, 
he says, “ verily, verily, I say unto thee, Ex- 
| cept a man be born again, he cannot see the 

Kingdom of God.” That Nieodemus should 
not understand this personal remark, isnot sur- 
prising. That he, a Jew, must become a pros- 
olyte to a new religion, or that he, a Pharisee, 
must be totally changed, or advanced in his sit- 
uation and fortune (for you may take it either 
| Way), was absolutely incredible to him. Con- 


| 
| 
| 
} 


ceiving, therefore, that the words could not be 
used in their common figurative sense, -he re- 
sorts to the literal meaning as the more proba- 
ble of the two. Our Saviour then repeats the 
assertion in the same emphatical words, “ Ver- 
ily, verily, { say unto thee,” but alters the 


&c. “ Except ye be converted.” says our Sav- | doubtful phrase, of being born again,—“ Ex- 
iour, and “ become as little children, ye shall | cept a man be born of water, and of the spirit, 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” They | &c. As if he had said, “ You, Nicodemus, 
were not to be converted from a corrupt na- | Jew, Pharisee, as you are,’ you must become a 
ture, but from the errour of their ways ; and | prosclyte to a new religion, and that openly, 
they were to become as humble, docile, and | (not secretly, by night, as you now came to 





free from actual sin (that is, as pure), as little 
children ; “ for of such is the kingdom of heav- 
en.” 


| me, but by performing a public act) by being 
| baptized and what js more, you must be chan- 
| ged in character ; you must become spiritual 


Most of the difficulties and perplexities of imstead of formal; you must not rest your 


this subject have arisen from the various in- 
terpretations of our Saviour’s conversation with 
Nicodemus,—a passage of acknowledged ob- 
scurity, and concerning which scarcely two 
commentators are agreed. 


stances, which may he!p us to understand it. 
“ Ari thou a master of Israel,” says our Sav- 
jour, “ and knowest not these things ?” The 
subject of the conversation, therefore, was 
such as a Jewish teacher might be expected to 
know. “fff have told you earthly things, 
and ye believe not, how shall ye believe if I 
tell you of heavenly things ?” 
tion, therefore, was not of the higher mysteries 
of the christian faith ; the subject of it, was 
such as might be called earthly things, when 
compared with other topics of a higher nature. 


Nicodemus was a Pharisee, and therefore be- | 


yond doubt a formalist, laying great stress on 
thé external acts of religion, proud of his privi- 


leges as a Jew, and his distinction as a Phari- | 
see ; he was a ruler of the Jews, and therefore | 
unquestionably believed (as did even the A- | 
postles until after the resurrection) in a tempo- | 


ral Messiah,—in a conqueror, who should de- 
liver them from the Roman yoke ; he came to 
Jesus by night, probabiy because he was ufraid 
or ashamed to come by day. Yet he acknowl- 
edged Jesus tobe a teacher come from God.” 
Now, for what purpose did he come to Jesus ? 
It might be, first, either to sativiy | isaself 
whether Jesus were the Messiah or uo’ ; or, 
secondly, admitting him to be the Messiah, to 


I wish, however, | 
to call your attention to two or three circum- | 


‘The conversa- | 


hopes in external ordinances ; you must be 
| born of the spirit, as well as of water.— 


|‘ That which is born of the flesh, is a 
‘and that which is born of the spirit is spirif.” 
That is, when you make a proselyte to Judaism, 
and cause him to be born again, by submit- 
' ting to the external ordinances of Judaism, he 
is still only a Jew outwardly ; being born of 
the flesh, he is flesh ; but when his character 
‘is changed, when he has imbibed thie spirit of 
your religion, then he is “a Jewin iy,” 
‘ his circumcision is that of the héart;in’ the 
spirit, and not in the letter.” You addréssed 
me as a“ teacher come from God,” because I 
| worked miracles, and you spoke just now of be- 
'ing born again, in the literal sense of the 
| words, as if you expected something miracu- 
lous in the change. But there is no room for 
| wonder, [ am not speaking of any miraculous 
_or sensible agency, but of the operation of nat- 
ural causes. ‘* Marcel not that I said'uuto thee, 
Ye must be born again. The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof but canst not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth ; so is every one that is 
Horn of the spirit.” You see in the one case, 
as well asin the other, the effect of natural (that 
| is, not injraculous) causes.” 

Your next question is, Whether regenera- 
| ted does not sometimes take place suddenly, 
} instantancously. I answer, Yes, sometimes,— 
| but probably not often. The operations of the 
human mind are directed by certain establish- 
ed laws, end, as far as these have been investi- 


} 
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gated, they act wniformly in similar cases.— 
The conversion of St. Paul was sudden, in- 
stantaneous. He wasa young man of ardent 
feelings,pure morals, and warm piety, zealously 
devoted to what he believed to be the cause 
of true religion. He verily believed that he 
was doing God service in persecuting the 
Christians, because he verily Believed Jesus, 
to bean impostor. But when Jesus, in the 
brightness of his celestial glory, presented 
himself to him in the way, and spoke to him, 
he could no longer doubt, There was not 
room for a moment’s hesitation. He became a 
Christian. And so would any one, who, with 
the same character, had entertained the same 
doubts. Whena gay and thoughtless young 
man sees one of his companions suddenly 
drop down and txpire, in the midst of his 
sport, he feels for the fime a deep sense, of the 
uncertainty and frailty of human life. If he 
cherishes this feeling, and dwells upon it, until 
he hes made it habitual, and of course, acis 
upon this habitual feeling, making it the great 
business of his life to prepare for death, he is 
converted, regenerated, he is becomea new 
ereature,—-and suddenly, if you please. But 
if the same effect is produced upon another 
young man, not by any one striking event, but 
by the concurrence of a thousand small events, 
no one of which has been of sufficient impor- 
tance to leave a trace on the memory—(a seri- 
ous thought, excited in a solitary walk, renew- 
edon hearinga sermon, recurring again on 
reading the Bible, and deepened by some dis- 
appointment or affliction, again aid again in a 
course of years), this last is converted, regen- 
erated, as wellas the former. For it is to the 
effect, we look, and not to the particular man- 
ner ot time of its production. 

{t is not usual, in the course of God’s provi- 
dence, for great effects to be produced at once ; 
you cannot go back to the beginning ofa plant, 
so as to say, that at one moment it was not, and 
at the next, itis. You cannot trace back the 
progress of your own character, so as to find the 





‘beginning of your knowledge, your virtues, or 


even of your habits. You have grown up to 
be what you are in body, and in mind, by the 
same gradual process. It is in the power of 
God to create men full grown, in the possession 
of all their faculties and strength, as he did 
Adam. It isin the power of God to communi- 
cate knowledge at once, as he did to the Apos- 
tles, who were enabled to speak in languages 
which they had never learned. And it is in 
the power God to call men at once from the 
love of vice to the practice of virtue. But 
this is not his ordinary mode. He acts by 
means, and by gradual means ; by parental in- 
struction, by education, by the example of oth- 
ers, by the eventsof providence, and the teach- 
ing of his spirit. One of the old Puritans us- 
ed to say, that if parents every where did their 
duty, domestick education, and not preaching, 
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| is already answered. 











would be the ordinary means of regenera- 
tion. 
You ask, further, if regeneration be brought 
about by the special agency of the spirit of God, 
or by our own exertionsand means. I answer, 
in the first place, that we know nothing about 
the mode of operation of the spirit of God, 
and therefore the scholastick distinction of a 
general and special agency is vain and presump- 
tuous, receiving no countenance from the 
Scriptures, the only source of knowledge on 
this subject. I believe most devoutedly in 
the constant operation of God’s spirit upon the 
human mind, but then I believe, as firmly, 
that this operation is perfectly consistent with 
free agency, and that it cannot be discerned by 
us. Itis probably the same sort of influence 
which the minds of our fetlow-beings exercise 
over us, and consists in the suggestion of trains 
of thought. Wheh you read this, I shall be 
operating upon your mind by the suggestions 
of certain arguments and opinions ; the next 
train of thought into which you fall, may seem 
to you to arise naturally from what you are 
now reading, and yet it may, in fact, be sug- 
gested by the spirit of God. I believe, most 
firmly and habitually, in the snperintending 
providence of God, and yet I do not believe 
in a succession of miraculous (or special) inter- 
ferences. A very slight change in the order of 
succession of my thoughts may lead me to some 
place, or to do some thing, which bringing me 
within the operations of other existing causes, 
may change the whole course of my lite. . But 
enough of this. I answer, secondly, in the 
language of our Saviour, “ If ye, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your heavenly Father 
give the holy spirit to them that ask him.” “ For 
every one that asketh, receiveth, and he that 
seeketh, findech ; and to him that knocketh, 
it shall be opened.” Language cannot be 
plainer. Whether regeneration be brought 
about by our means and exertions or not, it is 
certain that our exertions and means are neces- 
sary forthispurpose. We must ask, seek, knock. 
The very passage which declares, that “ it is 
God who worketh in us, both to will and ta do, 
of his good pleasure,” commands us to “ work 
out our own salvation.” 

Your last question is, If regeneration ‘de- 
pend upon our own exertions, how and when 
are we to commence, and be assured we have 
attained to it? The first part of the question 
We are to repent, and to 
bring forth fruits meet for repentanee. “ Draw 
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to yon.”— 
“¢ { will arise and go to my Father, aud say to 
him, Father, I have sinned.” The first step 
is to be made oa our part,—God is ever ready 
to receive us. 

As to the second part of the question, we 
are to judge of our religious state by. the un- 
erring rule of our Saviour,—by the fruits it 
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produces. ‘‘ Whosoever believeth that Jesus } 
1s the Christ, is born of God.” “ Who is he 
that overcometh the world, but he that believ- 
eth that Jesus is the Son of God?” “ The 
fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suf- 
fering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance.” ‘And they that are Christ’s 
have crucified the flesh with the affections and 
lusts.” Read also the Sermon on the Mount. 
Whoever can find in himself, in any prevailing 


degree, these characteristicks, may sefely con- | 


clude that he is born of God. He hath the 
witness in himself. All other assurances of 
safety are fallacious. A man knows himself to 
be religious, as he knows himself to be honest, 
just, or temperate—that is, by his habitual in- 
_ tentions and actions. 

A large number of religious sects believe in 
the immediate, sensible operations of God’s 
spirit, which many of them conscientiously as- 
sociate with the holding of their peculiar doc- 
trines. This is the case with the Quakers; 
{who are Arminians, and about half of them 
Unitarians ;) with the Methodists, both Cal- 
vinistick and Arminian ; with the Moravians ; 
the Smith Baptists, (who are generally Unita- 
rians,) &c. Now, as many of these sects are 

men, and true Christians, and as it can- 
not be that the “ one spirit” should teach con- 
tradictory doctrines, it must be that they mis- 
take the operations of theirown minds for di- 
vine impulses. The authority of Jesus Christ 
should settle this question. ‘ Not every one | 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven.” 

Ihave thus endeavoured to give a particular 
answer to your questions. 1 do not present my 
views to you as the truth, but as my opinion of 
the truth. ‘I wish you to take nothing on my 
authority, but search the Scriptures and exam- 
ine for yourself. Pray to God, who isthe Fa- 
ther of lights, to enlighten your understanding 
and lead you into the knowledge of all neces- 
sary truth. Let your prayers be frequent and 
fervent, and join to them a careful reading of 
God’s word, especially the teaching of Jesus 
Christ, and you cannot fall into any dangerous 
errour.——Haven’s Remains. 

Ce eas) 


A MAHOMETAN SERMON, 
DELIVERED AT ALCIERS. 

The attributes of the Deity were the sub- 
jects of the Priest’s discourse ; and after some 
exordium, he elevated his voice and exclaimed: 

God alone is Immortal. 

Abrahim and Solomin have slept with their | 
fathers ; Cadijah, the first born of faith ; Ayes- ; 
ma, the beloved ; Omar, the meek ; Omar, the 
benevolent, the companions of the Apostle, 
and the sent of God himecif; all died—but 
God, Most High, Most Holy, liveth forever ! 
Infinities are to Him as the numerals of arith- 
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metick to the sonsof Adam! ‘The earth shail 
vanish before the decrees of His eternal desti- 
ny ; But He liveth and reigneth forever! 

God alone is Omniscient ! 

Michael, whose wings are full of eyes, is 
blind before him! The dark night unto Him 
is as the rays of the morning ; for he noticeth 
the creeping of the small ant, in the dark night, 
upon the black stone, and apprehendeth the 
motion of an atom in the open air. 

God alone is Omnipresent ! 

He toucheth the immensity of space as a 
point; He moveth in the depths of the Ocean, 
and Mount Atlas is hidden by the sole of His 
foot! He breatheth fragrant odours to cheer 
the blessed in Paradise, and enliveneth the 
pallid frame in the profoundest hell! 

God alone is Omnipotent ! 

He thought, and worlds were created ; He 
frowneth, and they dissolve into smoke ; He 
smileth, and the torments of the damned are 
suspended. The thunderings of Hermon are 
the wisperings of His voice! The rustling of 
his attire causeth lightning and an earthquake ; 
and with the shadow of His argument He blot- 
teth out the Sun ! 

God alone is merciful ! 

When He forged His immutable decrees on 
the anvils of eternal wisdom, He tempered the 
miseries of the human race in the fountains of 
pity. When He laid the foundations of the 
world, He dropped a tear upon the embryo 
miseries of unborn men; and that tear, fall- 
ing through the immeasurable lapses of time, 
shall quench the glowing flames of thé bottom- 
less pit. He sent His prophet into the world 
to enlighten the darkness of the tribes; and 
hath prepared the pavillions of the Houri for 
the repose of true believers. 

God «alone is just ! 

He chains the latent cause to the distant 
event, and binds them both immutably fast to 
the fitness of things. He decreed the unbe- 
liever to wander amid the whirl-wind of errour, 
and suited his soul to future torment. He pro- 
mulgated the ineffable creed, and the germs 
of countless souls of believers which existed 
in the Deity, expanded at the sound. His jus- 
tice refreshed the faithful, while the damned 
spirits confess it in despair. 

CL STII 


A gentleman, says a Liverpool paper, by 
mere chance, strolled into a cofiee-house, 
where bg met with a captain of his acquaint- 
ance, of the point of sailing to New-York, 
and from whom he received an invitation to 
accompany him, which he accepted, taking 
care, however, to inform his wife of it, which 
he cid in these terms: ‘ Dear wife, I am go- 
ing to America, yours, truly.” Her answer 
was not at all inferiour, either in laconism or 
tenderness: “ Des: husband, a pleasayt voy- 
age, yours, &c.” 
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Poetic: Department. 
ON SCEPTICISM. 


BY R. MONTGOMBRY. 


If Death forever doom us to the clog, 
And earth-born Pleasures be our only God, 
The rapid years shull bury all we love, 
Nor leave one hope to re-unite above ! 
Ne more the voice of Friendship shall ‘beguile, 
No more the mother on her infant smile ; 
But vanishing, like snow upon the deep, 
Nature shall perish in eternal sleep ! 


Illustrious beacons ! spirits of the just! 
Are ye embosom’d in perennial dust ? 
Shall ye, whose names, undimm’d by ages, shine 
Bright as the fame that mark’d ye for divine, 
Forever slumber—never meet again, 
Too pure for sorrow, too sublime for paitf? 
Ah, no! celestial Funcy loves to fly 
With eager pinion and prophetick eye, 
To radiant dwellings of immortal fire, 
Where Pain can never come, and Pleasures never tire ; 
There, as the qhoral melodies career, 
Sublimely rolling through the seraph sphere, 
In angel-forms, you all again unite, 
And bathe in streams of everlasting light! 


When friends have vanish’d to their viewless home, 

And we are left companionless to roam, 

O! whut can cheer our melancholy way, 

Bat hopes of union in the apd of Day? , 
Soul-loved companions of our.greener years, 
Warm’d at our joys, and weeping at our tears, 

How oft renewing Memory paint each hour, 

When friendship triumph’d, and the heart hail power! 
. Yes, uallow’d are those visions to the brain, 

When Heaven anveils, and loved ones smile again ! 


And thou! forever fond, fvrever true, 
Beneath whose smile the boy to manhood grew ; 
To sorrow gentle, and to errour mild, 

Shall death forever tear thee from thy child? 

Ab, no! when thy bewilder’d days are o'er, 

And toils and troubles shall prevail no more, 

Thy rewovated mind shall bask above, 

In amaranthine ‘bowers of bliss and love; 

There shail we muse amid the sterry glow, 

Or hear the fiery streams of glory flow: 

‘Or, on the living cars of lightning driven, 
Triumphant wheel around the plains oi heaven! 


And say ! how will the seeptick brave the hour 
Of Death's divine, inexorable power, 
When all ‘this fairy world shall glide away, 
Like midnight dreams before the morning day ? 
See! how he shudders at the thought of death! 
What doubt and horrour hang upon his breath ! 
The gibb’ring teeth, glaz‘d eye, and marble limb! 
Shades from the tomb stalk out, and stareon him ! 


Lo! there, in yonder fancy-baunted room, 
What matter’ curse trembled through the gloom, 
When pale and shiv’ring, and bedew’d with fear, 
The dying eceptick felt his hour druw near! 
From bis parch’d tongue no soothing accents feil, 
No bright liopes kindied at his faint farewell ; 
As the last throlis of death coavuls’d his cheek, 
He gnash’d, and quai!’d, and raised a hedious shriek, 
Rounded his eyes intv a ghastly glare. 
Locis'd his white lips, und a!l was mute despair ! 








Go, child of darkness! see a Christian die! 
No horrour pales his jip, or rolls his eye ; 
No dreadful doubts, or dreamy terroura, start 
‘The hope Religion pillows on |, ¢heart, 
When with adying hand he waves udien, 
Toall who love so well, and weep sutrue! 





Calm, asan infant to the mother’s breast, 
Turns fondly longing for its wonted rest, 
He pants for where congevial spirits stray, 
Turns tohis God, and sighs his soul away ! 
5 
THE DYING MAIDEN TO HER LOVER. 
BY ELIZA RENNIE. 
They tell me, love, that I must die— 
That soon this faint and quivering breath 
Must foil e’en thy dear name to sigh, 
And pause in death. 
Oh, joy ! to think a spirit crushed 
And bruised like mine, shall pass to peace, 
Then let thy sorrows all be hushed, 
Thy murmurs cease. 
The shot which strikes thé wounded bird, 
The storm that fells the blighted tree, 
Are blows dealt forth by Mercy’s sword, 
So Death to me, 
Heed not the idle tongues which tell 
*T was thou who formed my early tomb, 
*T was I—I loved, for life, too well, 
: And wrought my doom! 
e gay: —task pleasure’s power 
To furnish days of sunny glee; 
T would not shade one passing hour 
With thought of me, 
And yet to be forgotten quite !— 
No, no—thy poor, fond girl would fain 
Be sometimes summoned to thy sight, 
Aad love again. 
Let Memory’s glass give back my form, 
Sach as when first | pledged my trath, 
With health and joy, and feeling warm, 
And fresh with youth. 
I would not that thou now should’st see 
My hollow eye, and fuded cheek :— 
Nay, chide not woman’s yanity, 
Nor call me weak. 
Your picture and the ring you gave, 


Close *guinst my heart are firmly clasped— 
The miser yields but to the grave 
The gold he grasped. 


Because I wildly o'er them wept, 
They hid my treasures from my eyes, 
But I had marked the spot, and crept, 
And found my prize. 
I bore my idols quick away— 
‘They siice have slept apon my breast ; 
And never frum that bome shall stray 
Till all’s at rest. 
Remember that my dying kiss 
Upoo thy pictured semblance fell, 
My sight grows dim, my all of bliss, 
Farewel!l—farewell. 
Toston tioneneaianal 
WOMAN AND VIRTUEJ 
There is an aJl-absorbing spell 
That. will not let:attention rove, 
In woman’s features, when they tell 
Of virtnes ali mast love, , 
Fut is the trace of charms divine 
From aught created that can flow ; 
But mirrored there, more bright they shine 
| 'T'ban in allelse below. 
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